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SUBJECT: SPORADIC INSURGENT ACTIVITY CONTINUES 
REF: NAVCOMMUNIT ASMARA 272320Z AUG 76 (NOTAL) 

1 . THERE WERE SEVERAL INCIDENTS DURING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 23 
INITIATED BY INSURGENTS WHICH WOULD INDICATE THAT THEY ARE YET 
TO BE CONVINCED OF THE SINCERITY OF EPMG PEACE INITIATIVES. 

AT 9:30 AM ON AUGUST 26, TWO INSURGENT ASSASSINS ATTEMPTED TO KILL 
THE COMMANDER OF THE ASMARA MILITIA, BUT SUCCEEDED ONLY IN 
KILLING ONE BODYGUARD AND WOUNDING ANOTHER. IN THE EXCHANGE OF 
FIRE BOTH ASSAILANTS WERE WOUNDED AND ONE WAS LATER CAPTURED 
ALONG WITH A FEMALE ACCOMPLICE. 
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2. AT 2:30 AM ON AUGUST 28, THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN OUTSKIRTS 
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OF ASMARA REVERBERATED FROM A 30-MINUTE FIREFIGHT DURING WHICH 
INSURGENTS EMPLOYED ROCKETS AND EPMG TROOPS RESPONDED WITH MORTARS. 
REPORTS ARE CONFLICTING AS TO THE TARGET OF THE ATTACK, BUT IT IS 
KNOWN THAT CASUALTIES WERE FAIRLY HEAVY ON BOTH SIDES. SOURCES 
WITHIN THE SECOND DIVISION CLAIM THAT THE INSURGENTS SUCCESSFULLY 
RELEASED SIX OF THEIR REBELS, INCLUDING SEVERAL LEADERS, FROM AN 
AD HOC PRISON IN NORTHWESTERN ASMARA. THESE SOURCES ALSO REPORTED 
THAT ONE OF INSURGENT LEADERS RELEASED WAS PLF MILITARY COMMANDER 
ISSIAS AFEWORKE. IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT PROMINENT LEADERS, 

ESPECIALLY SOMEONE LIKE ISSIAS, WOULD BE HELD IN SUCH AN EXPOSED 
POSITION. FURTHER, IF THERE HAD BEEN SUCH AN INSURGENT SUCCESS, 

OUR ERITREAN SOURCES WOULD SURELY BE ALL TOO WILLING TO EXTOLL IT. 

A MORE PREVALENT REPORT ON THE INCIDENT IS THAT INSURGENTS 
OVERRAN A POLICE CANINE UNIT LOCATED IN A CIVIL PRISON IN NORTHERN 
ASMARA. THIS UNIT'S DOGS ARE USED TO SNIFF OUT FIREARMS AND 
EXPLOSIVES. ACCORDING TO THIS REPORT, FIVE POLICEMEN FROM THE 
UNIT WERE ABDUCTED, ONE DOG KILLED AND ANOTHER TAKEN AWAY. 

3. DURING EVENING OF AUGUST 28 A SERIES (REPORTS RANGE FROM TWO 
TO FIVE) OF DISTANT EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD IN ASMARA. IT WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY LEARNED THAT THEY SIGNALED AN INSURGENT EFFORT TO 
SEVER THE TWO PARALLEL POWER LINES FROM THE BELEZA POWER PLANT, 
ASMARA MAIN POWER SOURCE, 18 KM NORTH OF ASMARA. THE TOWER 
TRANSMISSION LINE FROM BELEZA WAS SEVERED AS ONE TOWER WAS TOPPLED, 
WHILE THE POLE LINE WAS DAMAGED, BUT NOT SEVERED. POWER TO ASMARA 
WAS REDUCED, BUT WAS ADEQUATE FOR MOST REQUIREMENTS. REPAIRS 

TO BOTH LINES WERE COMPLETED SEPT. t . 

4. COMMENT: WHATEVER THE TARGET OF THE AUGUST 28 INCIDENT, IT 

IS CLEAR FROM THE BOLDNESS AND THE INTENSITY OF THE EXCHANGE THAT 
THE INSURGENTS REMAIN PREPARED TO EXPLOIT ANY OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED 
THEM TO HAND THE EPMG FORCES A SETBACK, DESPITE THE CONTINUING 
PEACE EFFORTS OF THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THE INCIDENT WAS PLANNED TO OFFSET RADIO ASMARA BROADCASTS OF 
THAT WEEK AND OTHER RECENT EPMG MEDIA REPORTS WHICH FEATURED 
INSURGENT DEFECTORS CLAIMING THAT THE REBEL LEADERSHIP WAS IN 
SUCH DISARRAY THAT THE INSURGENCY WAS EFFECTIVELY ENDED. WHILE 
ERITREANS WOULD NOT BE INCLINED TO BELIEVE SUCH TRANSPARENT 
ASSERTIONS, THE INSURGENTS OFTEN REACT SHARPLY TO EPMG DISINFORM 
ATION, UNDERMINING SUCH CLAIMS BEFORE THEY CAN GAIN CREDENCE. 
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RE REPORT THAT ISSIAS AFEWORKE WAS AMONG THOSE FREED, THERE 
HAS NEVER BEEN ANY CONFIRMATION OF ETHIOPIAN ARMY RUMORS THAT 
HE WAS CAPTURED IN AN EPMG-LAUNCHED ENVELOPMENT COUNTERING AN 
INSURGENT AMBUSH NEAR KEREN IN LATE MAY. IN FACT, THERE HAVE BEEN 
SEVERAL REPORTS OF HIS ACTIVITIES IN VARIOUS PARTS OF ERITREA 
DURING THE PERIOD OF ALLEGED CAPTIVITY. FURTHER, IF HE HAD BEEN 
CAPTURED, EPMG MEDIA WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE TRUMPETED LOUDLY AT 
THE TIME. ONE POSSIBLE REASON FOR INCLUSION OF HIS NAME IN THIS 
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VERSION OF THE AUGUST 28 INCIDENT IS A FACE-SAVING DEVICE SHOULD 
ANYONE CHALLENGE THE ETHIOPIAN MILITARY HERE TO PRODUCE ISSIAS. 
SLUTZ 
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